
 

 

 

2016 Joint Statistical Meetings 
Diversity Workshop and Mentoring 
Program  
  

July 30, 2016 – August 3, 2016 
 

Chicago, Illinois 



Dear Colleague: 

 

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the 2016 JSM Diversity Workshop and Mentoring Program.  We 
have an outstanding program planned for you.  Leaders from the private sector, government, and 
academia – including student leaders! – have all come to share their insights and experiences to help 
you on your journey as a statistics student or professional.  They’ve come excited not only to share with 
you, but also to learn from you. 

 

This is a unique development opportunity.  Please take full advantage of every minute.  Ask questions.  
Share ideas.  And take the time to meet others in this statistics community.  If each of us leaves here 
having learned something that will direct our careers and having made personal contacts that will 
support us in the future, this will, indeed, be time well spent. 

 

Thank you for your presence and participation.  If there is anything we can do for you while you’re here, 
please don’t hesitate to ask. 

 

Enjoy YOUR program! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Brian A. Millen, Ph.D. and Sydeaka P. Watson, Ph.D. 

Co-chairs, 2016 JSM Diversity Workshop and Mentoring Program 

  



Program Sponsors 

 

                      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ASA Program Sponsors  

 

ASA Committee on Minorities in Statistics 
 
 

ASA Section on Statistics in Epidemiology 
 
 

ASA Section on Health Policy Statistics 
 
 

ASA Section on Government Statistics 
 
 

ASA Section on Statistics Education 
 
 

ASA Section on Mental Health Statistics 
 
 

ASA Section on Statistics in Imaging 
 
 

ASA Section on Statistics and the Environment 
 

 



 

JSM Diversity Workshop and Mentoring Program Agenda 

All sessions will be held at the Hilton Chicago, located at 720 S Michigan Ave, Chicago, IL. 
 

 
Saturday, July 30, 2016 
(Hilton-Stevens Salon C4)  

3:00-5:00 Mentor Orientation (Mentors Only)   Brian Millen  
Kevin Billingslea  
Moderator: Beimar Iriarte 

 
 
Sunday, July 31, 2016 
(Hilton-Stevens Salon A4, except where noted) 
 
8:15 - 9:00 Check in and Continental Breakfast 
9:00 – 9:05 Welcome       Brian Millen  

Sydeaka Watson 

9:05-9:50 Keynote address      DuBois Bowman  
       
9:50-10:00  Break 

 
10:00-11:15  Parallel session 1a: Salon A4      Bob Bell 

Career Success: Tips and Traps    Rudy Guerra 
         Sally Morton 
         Darrell Philpot 
         Dionne Price 
         Moderator: Neal Jeffries 
  

  Parallel session 1b: Salon A3     Scarlett Bellamy 
 Graduate School Success     Alicia Carriquiry 
         Donald Martin 
         Elvis Martinez 
         Darius McDaniel 
         Dominique Williams 
         Moderator: Jacqui Milton 

11:15-11:30  Group photo 

11:30-12:30  Lunch 



12:35-2:00  Parallel Session 2a: Salon A3 
Dynamics of trust     Brian Millen 

 
Parallel Session 2b: Salon A4 
Interview and Career Search Tips   Jessie Jeng 
       Beimar Iriarte 
       Dionne Swift 
       Moderator: Dionne Swift  

2:00-2:10 Sponsor Recognition     
 

2:10-2:20 Break 
   

2:20-2:50  ASA: More than just JSM    Dionne Price 
        Bob Rodriguez 
        Sydeaka Watson 
        Moderator: Jesse Chittams 

2:50-3:00 Sponsor Recognition 
  
3:00-3:50  Strategic Networking     Ric Weibl 

3:50-4:00  Wrap up/Adjourn Diversity Workshop  Sydeaka Watson 
        Brian Millen 

 
4:15-5:30  Mentoring Overview (Mentors and Mentees only) William Velez 

(Hilton-Stevens Salon A2)    Sydeaka Watson 
          
 
 

  



Monday, August 1, 2016 

8:30-10:30   Yes I Can! (Mentees Only)       Sonia Ruiz     
(Hilton-Stevens Salon A2). Coffee and juice provided 

 
8:30-10:20  Best Practices for Recruiting and Retaining Students and Faculty 

(Open session for all JSM attendees)                 DuBois Bowman 
(Hilton-Stevens Salon A1). Coffee and juice provided               Sastry Pantula 

           Louise Ryan 
           William Velez 
              Moderator: Renee Moore 

 

Tuesday, August 2, 2016 

9:00-10:20  Influential Communication: Principles of Making a Good Argument 
(Hilton-Stevens Salon C1).       Sastry Pantula 
Coffee and juice provided at 8:30, session start at 9:00   Aarti Shah 
            Moderator: Beimar Iriarte 

 
5:30-7:00 pm  Committee on Minorities in Statistics Networking Reception  Jesse Chittams 

(Open Session for all JSM attendees)      Renee Moore 
(Hilton-Stevens Salon C7)  Refreshments provided 

 
 
 
Wednesday, August 2, 2016 
9:00-10:20  Roundtable Discussion on Topics Requested by Participants           Moderator: Brian Millen 

(Hilton-PDR3)  Coffee and Juice provided 
 
 
 
  



Keynote Address 
DuBois Bowman 

Paving the Way in the Big Data Era 
 

Data science is transforming our society by driving discoveries and decision-making in academia, government, and 
industry.  Public health and medicine are clear examples, where we have unprecedented access to data that can 
be used to improve health.  Statistics plays a vital role by providing the rigorous analytic tools to extract 
information from data.  In this talk, Dr. Bowman will provide examples of how statistics is leading the way to 
improved health in the big data era, including examples drawn from his own research in brain imaging.  
  
He will also discuss his professional career in biostatistics and the critical need for diversity in the field.  Training in 
biostatistics, statistics, or related quantitative areas is a sound investment toward an exciting career to address 
the major public health problems of the world or for equally profound opportunities for impact outside of the 
health arena. 
 

 Dr. Bowman is Chairman and Professor of the Biostatistics at Columbia University’s 
Mailman School of Public Health.  He is a renowned expert in the development and 
applications of biostatistical methods for brain imaging data. Dr. Bowman joined 
the faculty at Columbia in 2014, bringing an exciting vision to lead the Department 
in a new era characterized by the acquisition and analysis of large complex 
biomedical data sets in areas such as genomics, brain science, clinical trials, 
geographic information systems, infectious diseases, and simulation science.   
 

Dr. Bowman is a renowned expert in brain imaging research, and his research program has important implications 
for neurological disorders such as Parkinson’s disease as well as mental health disorders such as major depression 
and schizophrenia.  For example, his research helps to reveal brain patterns that reflect disruption from 
psychiatric diseases, to detect biomarkers for neurological diseases, and to determine particular therapeutic 
treatments that are best suited for particular patients.  His work encompasses multiple imaging modalities, 
including functional magnetic resonance imaging, diffusion tensor imaging, and positron emission 
tomography.   His research program has attracted substantial extramural funding, including an NIH-sponsored 
project, “Analytic methods for determining multimodal biomarkers for Parkinson’s Disease,” and he has also 
partnered with other drivers of Parkinson’s disease research, including the Michael J. Fox Foundation.  Dr. 
Bowman is an elected Fellow of the American Statistical Association and past-president of the Eastern North 
American Region (ENAR) of the International Biometric Society.  He has served as associate editor of both 
Biometrics and the Journal of the American Statistical Association. Dr. Bowman obtained his BS in Mathematics 
from Morehouse College, his MS in Biostatistics from the University of Michigan, and his PhD in Biostatistics from 
the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill.  
 
Before coming to Columbia, Dr. Bowman was director of the Center for Biomedical Imaging Statistics at the Rollins 
School of Public Health at Emory University, a center which he founded, and a tenured professor in the 
Department of Biostatistics and Bioinformatics.   

 

 
 



Protégé/Mentor Pairs 
 

Jemar Bather – Emma Benn 
Karl Stessy Bisselou – Stephine Keeton 

Rebecca Carter – Pandu Kulkarni and Brian Millen 
Jennifer Cooper – Scarlett Bellamy 

Francis Bilson Darku - Jacqueline Milton and Adrian Coles 
Ángel García de la Garza – Jeffrey Gonzalez 

Vladimir Geneus – Rudy Guerra 
Jeanine Gnang – Felicia Griffin 

Felicia Griffin – Neal Jeffries 
Courtney Henry – Dionne Price 
Ixavier Higgins – Donald Martin 

Gilson Honvoh – Timothy Thornton 
Kara Keller – George Rochester 

Jasmine Mack – Janelle Charles and Joe Fred Gonzalez 
Evidence Simbarashe Matangi – Knashawn Morales 

Jami Jackson Mulgrave – Dionne Swift 
Raphiel Murden – DuBois Bowman 

Yasmine Rojas – William Velez and Joe Fred Gonzalez 
Domonique Watson – William Brenneman 

Oscar A. Zarate – Beimar Iriarte 
 
 

 
 

Suggested Additional Activities for Mentors and Protégés during JSM 
 

1. Discuss what the protégé wants to get from the relationship (e.g., career advice, help weighing options for 
the future, advice on choosing a graduate program, etc.) 

2. Schedule informal one-to-one meetings (e.g., meet for coffee) 
3. Review the protégé’s CV together and discuss preparing for various types of careers 
4. Go to some section mixers and business meetings together – e.g., Section on Statistics and the 

Environment, Section on Bayesian Statistical Science Mixer, Applied Statisticians, Biometrics Section 
Mixer, many, many more… 

5. General mixers and parties: 
a. Go to the Sunday night mixer together.  
b. JSM Student Mixer 
c. JSM Dance Party and Lounge.  

6. Go to a talk given by JSM Mentoring Program participants. Program participants are well-represented at 
JSM. A search of the program reveals the following presentations and posters being given by program 
participants. 

 
 



 
Protégé Biographies 

 
 
 

 
 

Jemar Bather 
 

 
 

 

Jemar Bather received his BS in Statistics at the Pennsylvania State 
University. After graduation, he began his current role as a Data 
Analyst at the Center for Educational Innovation where he analyzes 
data to make recommendations on how to improve instruction. While 
working, he has used skills as a Data Analyst for the Jacob A. Riis 
Settlement House that provides services to low income and under-
served communities. In the fall, he will be starting a MS program in 
Applied Statistics at New York University.  

 
Karl Stessy Bisselou 

 

 
 

Karl Stessy Bisselou received a B.S in mathematics from the Ohio state 
university in 2010 and a M.S in mathematics from the University of 
Nebraska in 2012. He concurrently worked for Yahoo Inc. as a small 
business webhosting support for 2 years and as an adjunct 
mathematics instructor for 4 years. He developed a strong interest for 
big data and data analysis which lead him to a Biostatistics Ph.D. 
program at university of Nebraska Medical Center. Currently working 
as a researcher assistant at children's hospital Omaha, NE - analyzing 
congenital heart data. Fishing is his most exciting hobby. Still striving 
towards breaking the state largemouth bass fishing record. His 
research interest include survival data analysis, longitudinal data 
analysis, High dimensional data analysis 

 
 

Rebecca R. Carter 
 

 
 

Rebecca R. Carter is a 4th year PhD student in Epidemiology and 
Biostatistics at Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland OH, 
specializing in health services research.  Prior to the PhD, Rebecca was 
a clinical research coordinator in adolescent addiction psychiatry 
at University Hospitals Case Medical Center. During her doctoral 
studies Rebecca has conducted research in crowdsourcing and 
epidemiology at both the School of Medicine and the VA Medical 
Center in the clinical spaces of ovarian cancer and antibiotic 
stewardship, respectively.  The work encompassed identification of 
critical knowledge gaps in healthcare using a wide range of existing 
qualitative and quantitative methods in machine learning, data mining, 
and survey development.  Her interests are in knowledge discovery 
from unstructured data, such as leveraging disparate data sources 
using open source tools and developing methods to conceptually map 
and visualize disease patterns. 



 
Jennifer Cooper 

 

 
 

Dr. Cooper is a research assistant professor within the Center for 
Surgical Outcomes Research and the Center for Innovation in Pediatric 
Practice at the Research Institute at Nationwide Children’s Hospital in 
Columbus, Ohio. Her research interests include pediatric surgical 
outcomes research and pediatric health services research. Statistical 
methodology research interests include statistical and machine 
learning, quantile regression, and clustered and longitudinal data 
analysis. Dr. Cooper received her PhD in epidemiology and MS in 
biostatistics from the University of Pittsburgh Graduate School of 
Public Health in 2012 and since that time has been working as a 
research scientist and now assistant professor at the Research Institute 
at Nationwide Children’s Hospital. 

Francis Darku 

 

Francis Bilson Darku is a Ghanaian, born and raised in Sekondi, located 
in the Western Region of Ghana. He obtained his Bachelor's degree in 
Actuarial Science from Kwame Nkrumah University of Science, Kumasi 
- Ghana, and worked as a Teaching and Research Assistant in the same 
university. Currently, Francis is studying at University of Texas at Dallas 
for his doctoral degree in Statistics and works as a Teaching Assistant 
in the Department of Mathematical Sciences. His research interest lies 
in the application of sequential analysis to solving fixed or bounded 
width confidence interval problems. He is highly proficient in several 
statistical packages: SAS, R, Stata, and others. He also works with 
Matlab, LaTeX, Microsoft Office products, and VBA. Aside his expertise, 
he's open minded and always willing to learn and explore new areas.  

 
Ángel García de la Garza 

 

 
 
 

Angel García de la Garza, originally from Mexico City, graduated from 
the University of Pennsylvania with a B.A. in Mathematics and a minor 
in Statistics in 2015. After college, Angel joined the Brain and Behavior 
Laboratory at the University of Pennsylvania in August 2015 as a data 
analyst. His work focuses on longitudinal data analysis methods and 
the application of new techniques for data driven heterogeneity 
detection within neuropsychiatric disorders. He is passionate about the 
application of statistics in medical research and plans to pursue 
graduate work in biostatistics in the fall of 2017. Angel is thrilled to 
participate in the JSM Diversity Workshop and Mentoring Program and 
is looking forward to meeting everyone.  

Vladimir Geneus 
 

 

Vladimir is a fifth-year doctoral candidate in the Department of 
Statistics at Florida State University. His interests include data science, 
statistical modelling, design of experiments, method development, and 
consulting. Vladimir recently completed a joint internship for the 
University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences and the Department of 
Pediatrics at the Arkansas Children's Hospital. Vladimir enjoys spending 
time with his family, playing sports, and expanding his taste in music. 

 

 



 
Jeanine Gnang 

 

 
 

Jeanine Gnang obtained her BS and MS degrees in mathematics from 
the University of Alabama at Birmingham. She moved to NJ where she 
obtained an MS degree in statistics at Rutgers University – New 
Brunswick and afterwards worked for a few years as a biostatistician at 
the Cardiovascular Institute – Robert Wood Johnson Medical School. 
Jeanine is currently pursuing a PhD in Statistics at Purdue University – 
West Lafayette, IN advised by Prof. Bill Cleveland. Her research 
interests are in computational statistics, in particular the analysis of 
large and complex data. Jeanine is married and a mother of two.  

 
Felicia Griffin 

 
 

Felicia R. Griffin was born in Albany, GA. She received her BA in 
Mathematics from Albany State University (2010) and her Ph.D. in 
Biostatistics from Florida State University (2015). Currently, she is a 
Statistician in the Office of Biostatistics, Center for Drug Evaluation and 
Research at the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. Her research 
interests include design and analysis of clinical trials, survival analysis, 
latent class analysis, and the study of disease occurrence in human 
populations. 

 
Courtney Henry 

 

 

Courtney Henry earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Mathematics in 
2010 at Hampton University, a HBCU (Historically Black College and 
University), and then completed a Master of Science degree in Applied 
Mathematics in 2012 at Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU). 
Under the advisor-ship of Dr. Angela Reynolds, her thesis research 
focused on a mathematical model describing the U.S. population 
dynamics and antibiotic resistance associated with gonorrheal disease 
course. Currently, Courtney is pursuing a doctoral degree in Statistics 
at Purdue University, entering her 5th year Fall 2016. Her dissertation 
research, under advisor Dr. George McCabe and co-advisor Dr. Connie 
Weaver, focuses on (1) assessing the effectiveness of alternative (non-
hormonal) treatments for aiding post-menopausal bone loss and (2) 
analyzing alternative experimental design’s for future associated 
studies. Courtney’s primary hobbies include fitness and exercise, 
traveling and being among family and friends.  

Ixavier Higgins 

 

Ixavier Higgins is a 3rd year PhD student in the Department of 
Biostatistics and Bioinformatics in the Rollins School of Public Health at 
Emory University.  His research interests are in Neuroimaging 
Statistics, specifically in prediction of treatment response to Major 
Depressive Disorder.  Additionally, he is interested in network analysis 
of functional connectivity in the brain.  Prior to Emory, he received a 
B.S. in mathematical economics and M.A. in mathematics from Wake 
Forest University.  He was born in Greenwood, South Carolina.   



Gilson Honvoh 

 

Gilson Honvoh is an M.S.P.H. Biostatistics student at Texas A&M School 
of Public Health and an incoming Dr.P.H. Biostatistics student at the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He received his B.S. in 
Statistics and Economics from the National School of Applied 
Economics in Dakar, Senegal in 2009. He was born in Benin and lived in 
different Western African countries before moving to the US in 2010. 
My current research interests are in Bayesian and nonparametrics. His 
aim is to develop some statistical methods to address issues related to 
child health and health disparities. 

Kara Keller 

 

Kara Keller earned her Master of Science in Applied Statistics from 
Purdue University and a Bachelor of Science in Mathematics from 
Xavier University of Louisiana in 2013, where she received an academic 
scholarship and graduated magna cum laude. While at Xavier, Kara was 
a Ronald E. McNair Scholar and participated in three summer research 
programs in biostatistics, applied statistics (quality control), and game 
theory. Her current statistical interests include survival analysis, 
biostatistics, and applications in education and health care.  

Jasmine Mack 

 

 

Jasmine Mack is a 2016 graduate of the Master of Public Health 
program at Boston University School of Public Health, concentrating in 
Biostatistics and Maternal Child Health. She has a passion to use her 
intensive training to improve racial disparities in maternal, child and 
familial outcomes with particular focus in statistical perinatal genetics 
and epigenetics. She has assisted on research concerning intimate 
partner violence against mothers, homelessness among pregnancy, 
and breastfeeding among immunization rates. She has also acted as a 
data consultant for a non-profit focused on serving vulnerable 
populations through trauma-informed yoga and meditation. Jasmine 
received her BS in Biology, Psychology and Linguistics from Emory 
University in 2014. 

Evidence S. Matangi 

 

 
 

Evidence Simbarashe Matangi, from Harare, Zimbabwe, is a PhD 
Candidate in Statistics at Purdue University. His research interests are 
in Trends and Extreme weather predictive modeling, Data 
reconstruction (Time Series), Experimental Econometrics, Sports 
Statistics, and Structural Equation Modeling. His undergraduate major 
was Statistics and MSc. was in Applied Statistics from the University of 
Zimbabwe; and he also completed a Postgraduate Diploma 
(Mathematical Sciences) from the University of Cape Town, South 
Africa. He has at least twelve peer-reviewed publications. He is a family 
man, two daughters, one son, and one beloved wife, Jessey. His 
hobbies are traveling, watching sports and movies, and reading. His 
career path consists of initially being a research scientist, then 
academic professorial and statistical consultant. 



Jami Jackson Mulgrave 

 

 

Jami Jackson is a fifth year PhD student in Statistics at North Carolina 
State University.  She is a National Science Foundation Graduate 
Research Fellow and received an honorable mention for the Gertrude 
M. Cox Scholarship.  Her advisor is Dr. Subhashis Ghoshal and her 
research is on developing methods for Bayesian inference in 
nonparanormal graphical models. 

Raphiel Murden 

 

 

Originally from Memphis, Raphiel earned a Bachelor's degree in 
Mathematics with a minor in music from Morehouse College. His 
affinity for the quantitative sciences led him to Washington University, 
where he obtained a Master's degree in Statistics and developed an 
interest in the application of statistics to public health. His Master's 
thesis was a case study on methods for addressing missing data as 
applied to the assessment of HIV risk in women seeking treatment for 
substance abuse. Before starting a career in public health, Mr. Murden 
taught mathematics for four years: first at Allen University, then at 
Spelman College. He just finished his first year in the Biostatistics PhD 
Program at Emory University and plans to return to academia while 
continuing research in public health and statistics.   

Domonique Watson 

 

 

Domonique Watson is a fourth year PhD candidate in Biostatistics at 
Emory University. Domonique received her Bachelors of Science in 
Applied Mathematics at Columbus State University (2009) and Masters 
of Science in Biostatistics at Florida State University (2012). Among the 
projects she worked on in her Masters training were Image Analysis 
using Principal Component Analysis and Linear Discriminant Analysis. 
She has selected Dr. Qi Long as her advisor. Her research involves 
robust statistical methods for handling missing data with applications 
to stroke and cardiovascular disease research. In addition, Domonique 
holds a Research Assistantship at SAS in the Advanced Analytics 
Division where she assists in the development and testing of survey 
procedures. 

Oscar A. Zarate 

 
 

Oscar A. Zarate is a doctoral student in Statistics at Northwestern 
University. Before starting at Northwestern, Oscar was a research 
assistant for Silent Spring Institute, a nonprofit research organization 
dedicated to researching links between women's health and the 
environment. Oscar is interested in using statistics to better 
understand interactions between genes, the environment, and human 
health. He received his bachelor's degree in Environmental Science 
from Harvard University. 

 

 



Mentor and Speaker Biographies 
 
 

Robert Bell 

 

 

 

Statistician, Research and Machine Intelligence, Google 

Robert Bell is a statistician in Research and Machine 
Intelligence at Google.  He previously worked at RAND and 
AT&T Labs-Research.  His current research interests include 
machine learning methods, analysis of data from complex 
samples, and record linkage methods.  He was a member of 
the team that won the Netflix Prize competition.  He has 
served on the Fellows Committee of the American Statistical 
Association, the board of the National Institute of Statistical 
Sciences, the Committee on National Statistics, the advisory 
committee of the Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences 
and Education, and several National Research Council advisory 
committees studying statistical issues from conduct of the 
decennial census to airline safety.   

Scarlett Bellamy 

 

 

 

Professor, University of Pennsylvania 

Dr. Bellamy received her BA in mathematics from Hampton 
University in 1995 and her ScD in biostatistics from the 
Harvard School of Public Health in 2001. She joined the faculty 
at the University of Pennsylvania as an Assistant Professor 
shortly after completing her doctoral degree, where she has 
been ever since. She is an active member in the American 
Statistical Association having served as the Council of Sections 
Representative for the Biometrics Section, a member of the 
ASA Strategic Initiatives Committee, and most recently is 
serving as Program Chair for ASA’s Statistics and Epidemiology 
Section. In addition, Dr. Bellamy is the current President-Elect 
of ENAR. 

Emma Benn 

 

Assistant Professor, Center for Biostatistics and Department of 
Population Health Science and Policy, Icahn School of Medicine 
at Mount Sinai (ISSMS). 

Emma K. T. Benn, MPH, DrPH, received her BA in Chemistry 
(Spanish Minor) in 2004 from Swarthmore College, her MPH in 
Sociomedical Sciences in 2007 and DrPH in Biostatistics in 2012 
from the Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health. 
Dr. Benn is one of the co-founders of the NIH-funded 
Biostatistics Enrichment Summer Training (BEST) Diversity 
Program in the Department of Biostatistics at Mailman. She 
has contributed her biostatistical expertise to a variety of 
research areas including: epilepsy, traumatic brain injury, 
COPD, stroke, and cognitive disability. More recently, Dr. Benn 
has focused on applying econometrics-related methods to 



account for selectivity bias resulting from the exclusion of 
racial/ethnic minorities and women from cardiothoracic 
research. Dr. Benn serves as the Director of Academic 
Programs for the Center for Biostatistics, co-Principal 
Investigator of the NIH/NIGMS-funded Applied Statistics in 
Biological Systems (ASIBS) Short Course, co-Director of the 
Master of Science in Biostatistics program and the MPH in 
Biostatistics Track at ISMMS, and co-Director of the ISMMS 
Biostatistics Summer Program for Clinical Research. Dr. Benn 
serves on the Diversity in Biomedical Research Council at 
ISMMS and provides statistical consultation to the Mount Sinai 
Summer Institute for NeuroAIDS Disparities. 

Kevin Billingslea 

 

Director, Pharma & Nutrition, Quality Systems & Business 
Support, Abbott Quality & Regulatory 

Kevin has a B.S. in Medical Technology from Michigan State 
and an MBA from the Lake Forest Graduate School of 
Management. He worked in a variety of clinical laboratory 
disciplines before joining Abbott including microbiology, 
hematology, electron microscopy, and parasitology.  Kevin 
began his Abbott career in 1986 and worked in Abbott 
Diagnostics Division for 23 years prior to joining Abbott 
Nutrition beginning in 2010.  Kevin has held a variety of 
technical and quality positions including Technical Product 
Manager for the HIV & HTLV blood screening assays, Director 
of ADD Quality Systems, Director of ADD Product Quality, 
Director of ADD R&D QA and Director of AN Quality Systems.  
Kevin joined Abbott Quality & Regulatory (corporate Quality 
Assurance) in 2014.  In his current role, Kevin has quality 
system and support  responsibilities for Pharma and Nutrition 
businesses, CAPA, Complaint Management and Materials 
Management processes.    Kevin is an Abbott and PDP mentor, 
and co-chair for the Abbott Black Business Network. 

William Brenneman 

 

Research Fellow, Procter & Gamble 

William Brenneman is a Research Fellow at Procter & Gamble 
in the Quantitative Sciences Department and an Adjunct 
Professor at Georgia Tech in Industrial and Systems 
Engineering.  Since joining P&G in 2000, he has worked on a 
wide range of statistics applications in design and analysis of 
experiments, robust parameter design, reliability engineering, 
statistical process control, computer experiments, and general 
statistical thinking.  He was also instrumental in the 
development of an in-house statistics curriculum. He received 
a Ph.D. degree in Statistics from the University of Michigan, an 
MS in Mathematics from the University of Iowa and a BA in 
Mathematics and Secondary Education from Tabor College.  
William is a Fellow of the American Statistical Association 
(ASA) and the American Society for Quality (ASQ), and a 
member of the Institute of Mathematical Statistics and the 



Institute for Operations Research and Management Sciences.  
He has served as ASQ Statistics Division Chair and is currently 
the Chair for the Quality and Productivity Section of ASA and 
an Associate Editor of Technometrics. William also has seven 
years of experience as an educator at the high school and 
college level.   

Alicia Carriquiry 

 

Distinguished Professor of Statistics, Iowa State University 

Alicia Carriquiry is Distinguished Professor of Statistics and 
Director of the NIST Center of Excellence CSAFE (Center for 
Statistics and Applications in Forensic Evidence).  During her 25 
years on the faculty at Iowa State, Prof. Carriquiry has 
published over 130 peer-reviewed manuscripts and edited or 
co-authored multiple books and reports.  She has held 
leadership positions in the ASA, the IMS, ISBA and the ISI and 
has participated as Chair or member of over 10 committees of 
the National Academy of Sciences and the National Academy 
of Medicine.  She is a Fellow of ASA, IMS and ISBA and an 
Elected Member of ISI.  Her research interests are in Bayesian 
methods, measurement error and survey sampling, and in 
applications of statistics in human nutrition, bioinformatics, 
transportation engineering and forensic sciences.  She has 
taught statistics at every level and to a broad audience, both in 
English and in Spanish.  She is a native of Uruguay and has 
cultivated and maintained strong professional ties with 
researchers, government workers and students throughout 
Latin America.  [The cute puppy in the photo is Bubu, a rescue 
who was 4 weeks old then and is now 2 years old.] 

Janelle Charles 
 

 

Mathematical Statistician, Division of Biometrics IV, CDER, 
FDA  

Janelle Charles, PhD., is a Mathematical Statistician/Senior 
Staff Fellow in the Division of Biometrics IV (DBIV) in the Office 
of Biostatistics at the Center of Drug Evaluation and Research 
(CDER), FDA. She received her PhD in Mathematics with a 
Statistics Concentration and Masters in Statistics from Texas 
Tech University. In her current position, she conducts 
statistical reviews of applications for new anti-infective 
products. Prior to joining DBIV, she made many significant 
contributions to the pre- and post-market statistical safety 
reviews of pharmaceutical products. In addition to statistical 
reviews, Dr. Charles is a dedicated faculty member and 
organizer of statistics courses taught at CDER and a mentor for 
junior scientists in the Office of Translational Sciences. She has 
received awards at CDER, including Dr. Frances O. Kelsey Drug 
Safety Excellence Award. She currently serves as Executive 
Committee member of the Biopharmaceutical Section of the 
ASA. 



Jesse Chittams 
 

 

 

Managing Director, Biostatistics Consulting Unit, Office of 
Nursing Research, University of Pennsylvania 
 
Mr. Jesse Chittams, who currently serves as Chair of the ASA 
Committee on Minorities in Statistics, joined the University of 
Pennsylvania in 1994 after graduating with a degree in 
Mathematical Statistics from the University of Maryland.  With 
over 20 years of experience, Mr. Chittams has acquired 
considerable expertise in data management and statistical 
analysis through his managerial roles at several data 
coordinating centers. Currently, Mr. Chittams is the Managing 
Director of the Biostatistics Consulting Unit (BECCA Lab) within 
the University of Pennsylvania.  Furthermore, Mr. Chittams 
also has significant experience in mentoring high school 
students, undergraduate, and graduate students one-on-one 
through the Diversity Initiative in Research for 
Underrepresented Minorities (DRUM) program that he 
initiated in 2001. Throughout his career, he has helped to train 
over 100 interns in statistics. 
 

Adrian Coles 
 

 

Biostatistician, Duke Clinical Research Institute 

I grew up in a socioeconomically disadvantaged community. 
Despite the challenges inextricably linked to people in 
these communities and the poor decisions of my youth, I 
eventually became the first African-American male to earn a 
Ph.D. in Statistics from North Carolina State University. 
Professionally, I am currently a biostatistician at the Duke 
Clinical Research Institute. 

My professional time is largely spent collaborating with world-
renown cardiologists to solve problems in clinical research 
(both randomized trials and observational studies). My 
scientific collaborations often identify the need for improved 
statistical tools to better answer scientific questions or to 
improve the quality and conduct of clinical research. Thus, my 
work is a blend of applied statistics and methodological 
research that is purposed to help improve the quality of life of 
people around the world. 

In addition to my scientific work and research, I am also 
passionate about community outreach. My work in this area 
consists of church-related roles and responsibilities as well as 
service to our schools and correctional institutes. For more 
information, see my community outreach and service page. 

 
Jeffrey Gonzalez 

 
Research Mathematical Statistician, Office of Survey Methods 

http://sites.duke.edu/adriancoles/research/
http://sites.duke.edu/adriancoles/outreach/


 

Research, US Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Jeffrey Gonzalez has worked in the US Federal Statistical 
System for almost a decade. He is currently a Research 
Mathematical Statistician in the Office of Survey Methods 
Research at the US Bureau of Labor Statistics and has also 
worked at the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality as a 
Survey Statistician. He received his BSPH and MS in 
Biostatistics from the Universities of North Carolina and 
Michigan, respectively, and a PhD in Survey Methodology from 
the Joint Program in Survey Methodology at the University of 
Maryland. His research interests include survey methodology, 
missing data problems, data quality in surveys, statistical 
computing and statistical graphics. 

 
 

Joe Fred Gonzalez 

 
 

Mathematical Statistician, Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention 
 
Joe Fred Gonzalez, Jr. is a mathematical statistician in the 
Statistical Research and Survey Design Staff, Office of Research 
and Methodology, National Center for Health Statistics, 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Also, he is an 
Adjunct Associate Professor of Mathematics and Statistics at 
the University of Maryland University College, College Park. His 
interests include sample design, survey methodology and 
estimation procedures involved in national health surveys and 
statistical disclosure limitation for tabular and microdata.      

Rudy Guerra 

 

Professor of Statistics, Rice University 

Dr Rudy Guerra is a professor of statistics at Rice University. 
His research interests include biostatistics, bioinformatics, 
statistical genetics and sociology as it pertains to education 
and health disparities. Dr Guerra is also interested in attracting 
and helping to succeed more underrepresented minorities to 
graduate programs in STEM fields. 

 
Beimar Iriarte 

 

 

Senior Statistician, Abbott Laboratories, Diagnostics Division. 
 
Beimar Iriarte provides statistical consulting to design and 
analysis of studies for the development and evaluation of tests 
for clinical laboratories. He began his career as a laboratory 
scientist developing diagnostic tests in fertility, pregnancy and 
infectious diseases. He obtained an MS in Biochemistry from 
Illinois Inst of Technology and an MS in Statistics from De Paul 
Univ. In the In-Vitro Diagnostic industry, he chairs committees 
and contributes in working groups of the Clinical Laboratory 
Standards Institute and the International Standards 
Organization, developing guidelines, standards and protocols 
for the evaluation of clinical laboratory methods. He leads 
Science education after-school programs with elementary and 
high schools students. He enjoys travelling, practicing, 
teaching, and learning foreign languages.  



Neal Jeffries 

 

Mathematical Statistician, National Heart, Lung and Blood 
Institute 
 
Neal Jeffries has worked as a mathematical statistician since 
2007 in the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute – a part 
of the National Institutes of Health. His research interests 
include clinical trial methodology, bias correction in multiple 
testing environments, and statistical genetics. Previously, he 
worked in the National Institute of Neurological Disorders and 
Stroke, another part of the NIH, where he focused on 
observational studies and clinical trials involving stroke, 
multiple sclerosis, and schizophrenia. Neal received his Ph.D. 
from the University of Maryland in College Park, a master’s 
degree in public policy from Princeton University, and 
undergraduate degrees from Pomona College and UC 
Berkeley. 
 

Jessie Jeng 

 

Assistant Professor, Department of Statistics, North Carolina 
State University 

Dr. Jeng is an assistant professor in the Department of 
Statistics at North Carolina State University. She received her 
PhD in Statistics at 2009 from Purdue University. She has been 
a postdoctoral researcher at the University of 
Pennsylvania before joining NCSU at 2012. Dr. Jeng's research 
interests include Sparse Signal Detection, High-Dimensional 
Regression, and Statistical Genomics.  

Stephine Keeton 

 

 

Team Leader, Division of Biometrics VII, Center for Drug 
Evaluation and Research, Food and Drug Administration 

Stephine Keeton, Ph.D., a graduate of the University of 
Mississippi, is a Team Leader in the Division of Biometrics VII at 
the Center for Drug Evaluation and Research at FDA. She is 
responsible for leading one of the statistical teams in the 
division to review pre- and post-market regulatory submissions 
to evaluate specific safety concerns related to pharmaceutical 
products. Prior to joining CDER, she worked as a Biostatistics 
Team Leader at Pharmaceutical Product Development, Inc. 
where her duties included managing multiple projects and 
budgets, overseeing the project work of statisticians, and 
participating in Data Safety Monitoring Board and Data 
Monitoring Committee activities. She previously served as the 
Council of Sections Representative (2011 – 2013) as a member 
of the Executive Committee for the ASA Biopharmaceutical 
Section. Currently, she serves as a member of the Steering 
Committee for the 2016 ASA Biopharmaceutical Section 
Regulatory-Industry Statistics Workshop. 



Pandu Kulkarni 

 

 

Vice President of Biometrics and Advanced Analytics, Eli Lilly 
and Company 

Dr. Pandu Kulkarni is the Vice President of Biometrics and 
Advanced Analytics Organization leading an organization of 
nearly 700 people comprising of Statisticians from discovery to 
commercialization, Medical writing, and Data Standards and 
Technology. He obtained his Ph.D. in Statistics at the LaTrobe 
University, Melbourne, Australia. He taught and did research in 
statistics at the University of South Alabama for 10 years 
where he attained tenure and full professorship.   He received 
several grants from the Air Force for the development of 
techniques to evaluate and study the effects of environmental 
contaminants such as dioxin on humans.  He also received 
grants from NASA to study the effects of microgravity to see 
the effectiveness of exercise countermeasures in minimizing 
the effects of microgravity on astronauts.   

He joined Eli Lilly in 2000 and has held numerous leadership 
positions including technical and management positions within 
and outside of Statistics. He has given numerous invited 
presentations across the globe to provide training, Continuing 
Medical Education, and workshops on the use of statistics in 
medical research. He has published more than 50 articles in 
statistics and medical areas in peer reviewed journals. 

 

Donald Martin 

 

 

Associate Professor and Co-Director of Graduate Programs, 
Department of Statistics, North Carolina State University.  

Donald Martin received a B.S. in Mathematics and an M.A. and 
Ph.D. in Mathematical Statistics, all from the University of 
Maryland, College Park.  He joined the faculty of Howard 
University in Washington, D.C. in 1994, and the faculty of NC 
State in 2007.  His research interests include distributions of 
patterns in Markovian and hidden state sequences, time 
series, graphical models, and multiple testing.  He has been a 
Thank-a-Teacher recipient multiple times. 

 

Elvis Martinez Senior Consultant in Personal Insurance R&D, Travelers 

http://mysites10.rf.lilly.com/Person.aspx?accountname=AM%5CRM99889


 

 

Insurance 

Elvis' duties consist of building pricing models for home and 
auto insurance.  He has been work at Travelers since January 5, 
2015.  Prior to that, Elvis moved to Tallahassee, FL in 2005, 
from the Bronx, New York.  Upon arrival, he started attending 
Tallahassee Community College, where he graduated with 
honors.  After graduating Tallahassee Community College, he 
went on to double major and receive his Bachelor’s degree in 
Applied Math and Statistics from Florida State University and 
then earned his Master’s degree in Bio-statistics from Florida 
State as well.  Elvis then graduated Florida State with a PhD in 
bio-statistics in December 2014.  He can be reached via email 
at emartin5@travelers.com.   

Darius McDaniel 

 

Biostatistician, Centers for Disease Control 

Darius McDaniel currently works as a Biostatistician at the CDC 
in Atlanta, GA. Prior to this position, he achieved a BS in 
Mathematics and Applied Statistics from Alabama A&M 
University. After graduating in 2012, Mr. McDaniel worked as a 
data analyst at the School of Nursing Biostatistics Consulting 
Unit at UPenn. He later attended Emory University, where he 
had the opportunity to work as a statistical programmer on 
various infectious disease studies in South Africa. He 
graduated with his MSPH in Informatics in 2015. 

 

Brian Millen 

 

Senior Research Advisor, Eli Lilly and Company 

Brian A. Millen, Ph.D., is Senior Research Advisor within Lilly’s 
Global Statistical Sciences department, where he provides 
statistical leadership for late-phase neuroscience programs.  
His research interests include multiple testing, methodology 
development to enable tailored therapies, and decision-
theoretic applications to drug development.  Committed to 
increasing diversity in the statistical sciences, Dr. Millen 
launched the first JSM Diversity Workshop in 2009.  He has 
served as chair of the ASA’s Committee on Minorities in 
Statistics (2009-2012) and is an active contributor to ASA CMS 
initiatives.  Dr. Millen serves on the Executive Committee of 
the Biopharmaceutical Section and ENAR’s Regional Advisory 
Board.  He holds a B.A. In Mathematics from the University of 
Georgia and Ph.D. in Statistics from The Ohio State University.  

  

 Clinical Assistant Professor, Biostatistics, and Lecturer, 



Jacqueline Milton 

 

 

 

 

 

Computer Science, Metropolitan College 

Jacqueline Milton, PhD,  teaches Introduction to Biostatistics, 
Introduction to Statistical Computing, Introduction to R, and 
Quantitative Methods for Information Systems. She is the 
recipient of numerous teaching awards at BUSPH. Jacqueline 
works as a biostatistician for the Center of Sickle Cell 
Excellence where she examines genetic modifiers associated 
with disease severity in sickle cell patients developing and 
applying methodologies in genome-wide association studies, 
next generation sequencing, and genetic risk prediction. She 
collaborates with researchers at Harvard University’s and John 
Hopkin’s Department of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery to 
examine publication bias and its association with conflict of 
interest. She also collaborates on Project SEARCH (Scanning 
Ears For Child Health) with the International Health 
Department to examine how ear biometrics can be used to 
keep track of medical records in countries where ID systems 
are unreliable. Jacqueline is involved in running the Public 
Health and Biostatistics Lab series for the Upward Bound 
Math/Science Summer Program, a program to prepare low-
income and first-generation students for success in higher 
education.  She is also involved in running Summer Institute for 
Research in Biostatistics (SIBS), a program to introduce 
undergraduate and graduate students to Biostatistics. 

Renee Moore 

 

Associate Professor, Biostatistics, Emory University 

Reneé H. Moore, PhD, is from Voorhees, NJ, a small town 20 
miles outside of Philadelphia.  Dr. Moore earned a Bachelor of 
Science in mathematics and completed the secondary 
mathematics education program at Bennett College.  In 2006, 
Dr. Moore earned her PhD in Biostatistics from Emory 
University.  After completing her doctoral degree, Dr. Moore 
spent six years as an Assistant Professor at the University of 
Pennsylvania, Perelman School of Medicine, with a primary 
appointment in the Department of Biostatistics and 
Epidemiology and a secondary appointment in the Department 
of Psychiatry.  Dr. Moore taught physicians, was the lead 
statistician in the data coordinating center for a multi-site 
randomized clinical trial investigating surgery as treatment for 
childhood sleep apnea (NEJM 2013), and was the 
biostatistician in the Center for Weight and Eating Disorders.   
In 2012, Dr. Moore became an Associate Professor at North 
Carolina State University where she taught and continued her 
collaborations in obesity.  Dr. Moore returned to Emory in 
2015 as a Research Associate Professor and Director of the 
Biostatistics Consulting Center. She continues teaching and 
collaborating with investigators from Penn, UNC, Emory, and 
beyond. 



Sally Morton 

 

Dean of the College of Science, Virginia Tech 

Sally C. Morton is Dean of the College of Science at Virginia 
Tech. Her previous positions include Chair of Biostatistics at 
the University of Pittsburgh, Vice President for Statistics and 
Epidemiology at RTI International, and Head of the Statistics 
Group at the RAND Corporation. Her methodological work 
focuses on patient-centered comparative effectiveness and 
research synthesis. She was the 2009 president of the 
American Statistical Association (ASA), and received a PhD in 
statistics from Stanford University. 

Sastry Pantula 

 

 

Dean, College of Science, Oregon State University 

Sastry G. Pantula was appointed dean of the College of Science 
at Oregon State University in 2013 after serving a three-year 
term as Director for the Division of Mathematical Sciences at 
the National Science Foundation. Pantula spent more than 30 
years as a statistics professor at North Carolina State 
University (NCSU), where he began his academic career in 
1982.  At NCSU, he also served as the Director of Graduate 
Programs (1994-2002) and the Head of the Department of 
Statistics (2002-2010).   In his administrative roles, he focused 
on enhancing the quality, quantity and diversity within the 
department, and always continues to promote the core values- 
excellence, diversity and harmony.  In addition, he is a Fellow 
of the American Association for the Advancement of Science 
(AAAS) and the American Statistical Association (ASA). He 
served as ASA president in 2010 and received the ASA 
Founders Award in 2014. Pantula received bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees in statistics from the Indian Statistical 
Institute in Kolkata, India, and a Ph.D. in statistics from Iowa 
State University.  

Darrell Philpot 

 

SVP, Analytics/Chief Methodologist, IMSHealth 

Darrell has 24 years experience in the pharmaceutical industry. 
His experience includes market research, forecasting, survey 
sampling, promotion modeling, Sales Force and Managed Care 
analysis, as well as, evaluating alternate data sources for use in 
research and consulting projects, creating estimation 
methodologies, and collaborating on new product 
developments.  Prior to joining AlphaImpactRx (now 
IMSHealth), Darrell worked for Adheris Health. His 
responsibilities included developing predictive models on 
adherence and acquisition, and analytics on program 
results.  He previously held positions at IMSHealth, where he 
headed the Americas Statistical Services team and NDC Health 
(now Wolters Kluwer) earlier in his career.  He holds an M.S. 
and B.S. in statistics, both earned at the University of Georgia. 



Dionne Price 

 

Director, Division of Biometrics IV, CDER, FDA 

Dionne Price obtained a M.S. in Biostatistics from the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and a Ph.D. in 
Biostatistics from Emory University. During her career at the 
Food and Drug Administration, she has served as a statistical 
reviewer and a team leader in the Center for Drug Evaluation 
and Research.  Currently, she is the Director of the Division of 
Biometrics IV. In this role, Dr. Price provides leadership to 
statisticians involved in the application and development of 
methodology applied to anti-infective, anti-viral, 
ophthalmology, and transplant drug products.   Dr. Price is an 
active member of the International Biometric Society, the 
American Statistical Association, and the Food and Drug 
Administration Statistical Association.  She has held numerous 
elected positions within several professional organizations.  

Bob Rodriguez 

 

 Senior Director, SAS Research and Development 

Robert N. Rodriguez joined SAS Institute in 1983 and is a senior 
director in SAS Research & Development with responsibility for 
the development of statistical software.  He received his PhD 
in statistics from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
and was a research statistician at General Motors Research 
Laboratories prior to joining SAS.  Bob is a Fellow of the 
American Statistical Association and served as the 2012 
president of the ASA. 

Sonia Y. Ruiz 

 

Director, Southern California Department of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation Consortium and Director, Clinical Training R.J. 
Donovan Correctional Facility Clinical Psychology Internship 
and Mental Health Practicum Program 

Dr. Ruiz is a licensed clinical psychologist in San Diego, 
California. Her clinical and research interests are in the areas 
of ethnic minority mental health, social justice issues, and 
cultural competency. She has taught for community colleges 
and universities, has been invited to present nationally and 
internationally. Currently she is the Director of the Southern 
California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 
Consortium of Clinical Psychology Internships (which is a 
member of the Association of Psychology Postdoctoral and 
Internship Centers) that includes California Institution for Men, 
California Institution for Women, and at R. J. Donovan 
Correctional Facility. In her role as Director she oversees 
clinical training for interns who are completing their last 
requirement before graduating with their doctoral degree and 
going on to teach or practice in the field of psychology. 



Louise Ryan 

 

Distinguished Professor of Statistics, University of Technology 
Sydney (UTS); Chief Investigator, ARC Centre of Excellence for 
Mathematical and Statistical Frontiers (ACEMS) 

Louise Ryan grew up Australia, completing her undergraduate 
training in statistics and mathematics at Macquarie University.  
After completing her PhD in the Harvard Statistics Department, 
she stayed on in the Harvard Biostatistics Department, first as 
a postdoctoral fellow, then a faculty member and finally as the 
Henry Pickering Walcott Professor and Chair of the 
Department.  Louise returned home in 2009 as Chief of CSIRO 
Mathematics, Informatics and Statistics.  She joined University 
of Technology Sydney in 2012.  Louise is well known for her 
contributions to statistical methods for cancer and 
environmental health research.   She has been involved in a 
number of high profile studies, including assessing the 
environmental risks associated with exposure to arsenic in 
drinking water and assessing the health effects of 
methylmercury.  Some of her recent work relates to the 
development of efficient approaches to the design and analysis 
of complex spatial and longitudinal surveys.     

Over the course of her career, Louise has been a passionate 
advocate for diversity.  In the early 90s she started an 
innovative summer program designed to expose talented 
undergraduate minority students to biostatistics and public 
health.    Still running today, the program has been highly 
successful and has served as a model for other such programs 
that are now running throughout the US. 

Aarti Shah 

 

 

 

Chief Information Officer, Eli Lilly 

Aarti Shah became senior vice president and chief information 
officer for Eli Lilly and Company July 1, 2016 after being the 
global brand development leader for immunology since 2013. 
Shah joined Lilly in 1994 as a senior statistician after 
completing her doctorate in applied statistics from the 
University of California, Riverside. During her career at Lilly, 
she has held many technical and administrative leadership 
positions, both in the United States and abroad, including 
serving as vice president for biometrics and advanced analytics 
and as executive director of global information sciences. In her 
new role, she will lead the efforts of a worldwide IT 
organization with more than 1,300 employees, in addition to 
many contractors and external business partners, to deliver 
innovative IT solutions to the business. Shah serves on the 
board of directors for the Indianapolis Public Library 
Foundation and Center for Interfaith Cooperation and on the 
Executive Advisory Council for the Healthcare 
Businesswoman's Association (HBA) Indiana Chapter. She 
received the 2011 Rising Star Award from HBA. 



Dionne Swift 
 

 

Principal Statistician, Procter and Gamble 

Dionne Swift joined Procter and Gamble as a Statistician 
shortly after receiving her Ph.D. in mathematical statistics from 
The Ohio State University in 2000.   Dionne has worked in 
conjunctions with engineers and scientists in the Corporate 
Research and Fabric &Home Care business units. Currently, Dr. 
Swift is a Principal Statistician providing essential statistical 
support and consultation on issues of study design, analysis 
strategy, and interpretation of analysis results for Global 
Biotechnology Capability organization and Life Sciences 
Technology Platform.  Dr. Swift has extensive background and 
experience with statistical design, test method development 
and validations (i.e., GR&R’s), statistical modeling and 
simulation in variety of areas – products development 
research, consumer research, image analysis and genomics.  
Her current research interests include experimental design, 
multivariate analyses, prediction and classification methods, 
and statistical methods in genomics, proteomics, and 
metabonomics.   

 

Timothy Thornton 

 

Associate Professor, Department of Biostatistics, University of 
Washington 

Timothy Thornton is an Associate Professor in the Department 
of Biostatistics at the University of Washington.  He is also an 
Affiliate Investigator at the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research 
Center in Seattle.  The focus of his research is the development 
and application of statistical methods for the identification of 
genetic variants underpinning complex traits and diseases.  His 
research lab also develops software for the statistical analysis 
of large-scale genotyping data.   Prior to joining the faculty at 
the University of Washington, Dr. Thornton was a University of 
California President's Postdoctoral Fellow in the Department of 
Statistics at the University of California at Berkeley.  He earned 
a B.S. degree in mathematics from Hampton University and a 
Ph.D. in statistics from the University of Chicago. 

William Yslas Vélez 

 

Professor of Mathematics and University Distinguished 
Professor, University of Arizona 

William Yslas Vélez earned all of his degrees from The 
University of Arizona, completing his doctoral degree in 
mathematics in 1975. He currently holds the rank of Professor 
of Mathematics and University Distinguished Professor. Vélez 
decided that increasing diversity in the mathematical sciences 
and increasing the number of mathematics majors was to be 
his concentration for the last years of his academic life.  



Sydeaka Watson 

 

 

Research Associate. Department of Health Studies, University 
of Chicago 

 Sydeaka Watson received her doctorate in statistics from 
Baylor University in 2011 and is currently a Research Associate 
(Assistant Professor) in The University of Chicago Medical 
Center (UCMC). She serves as collaborator on many clinical 
studies in the UCMC, assisting with experimental design, 
power/sample size calculations, statistical plan development, 
data analysis, grant-writing, and manuscript preparation. As a 
member of the Internal Scientific Advisory Panel (ISAP) at the 
UCMC, she evaluates study designs and statistical methods in 
clinical and translational research protocols for which internal 
funding is requested. She currently serves as chairperson of 
the American Statistical Association (ASA) Committee on 
Minorities in Statistics. Dr. Watson’s primary research interests 
include Bayesian Poisson regression models for interval 
censored counts and missing data imputation methods for 
immune response counts in vaccine studies. 

 

Ric Weibl 

 

 

Retired, Chief Learning Officer, Assn for Women in Science 

Ric Weibl has served as the chief learning officer for the 
Association for Women in Science, director of the Center for 
Careers in Science and Technology and director of the Project 
on Science, Technology, and Disability at AAAS.  His work at 
AWIS and AAAS focused on the education, training and career 
development of the science and engineering workforce of the 
future.  His priority in these roles has been to broaden the 
participation of women, minorities, and people with 
disabilities. His life journey has also included service as a U.S. 
Peace Corps Volunteer,  U.S. editor for Science’s Next Wave 
(now Science Careers), editor of Next Wave’s Postdoc Network 
(now the National Postdoctoral Association), and as program 
manager for  the national Preparing Future Faculty program.  
He has served in research and administrative positions at 
Antioch College, The Ohio State University, Marquette 
University, Longwood University, and the University of 
Georgia. Ric has recently embarked on a new life journey. After 
more than 30 years as a higher education professional, he has 
created a family-based partnership to build and operate an 
organic specialty fruit and vegetable farm using sustainable 
practices in an urban setting. 

 



Dominique Williams 

 

PhD Student and Purdue Doctoral Fellow, Purdue University 

Dominique Williams is a Ph.D. student in Statistics and Purdue 
Doctoral Fellow at Purdue University. Dominique completed 
her undergraduate studies in Mathematics at Cheyney 
University of Pennsylvania. She also holds a Master of 
Science degree from West Chester University. Prior to starting 
her graduate studies, Dominique worked in the 
pharmaceutical industry at Eli Lilly & Company in Indianapolis, 
IN.  Dominique's research interests include Bayesian 
and Spatial Statistics, Clinical- Trial Development, and Causal 
Inference.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Other Workshop Participants 
 
 

Oyebimpe Adeniji 

 

Oyebimpe Adeniji is the founder/ Operation Manager of Blue Royale 
Integrated Company, he is in charge of operation, monitoring, and 
evaluation. He is also the president of the youth Entreprenure Club -
Nigeria. Oyebimpe graduated with Masters in Statistics from University of 
Ibadan, his thesis focus was empirical comparative studies of distributions 
of stock returns in Nigeria Stock Market.  He has a B.Sc in Statistics and 
National Diploma in Data Processing at Olabisi Onabanjo University 
Nigeria. Oyebimpe is a Doctoral Student at the University of Ibadan and 
present research field is mathematical Statistics. His research interests 
include Time Series Analysis, simulation, statistical modeling and methods, 
Bayesian Methods, data analysis and data management. 

Brittany Bailey-Curtin 

 

 

Brittney Bailey is a PhD student in the Interdisciplinary PhD Program in 
Biostatistics at The Ohio State University. Her research interests include the 
analysis of clinical trials with nested designs, and methods for handling missing 
data in these designs. Although she is keeping an open mind, Brittney is 
leaning toward a career in academia. She expects to graduate in late 2017, and 
she hopes to find a tenure-track position with a nice balance of teaching and 
research responsibilities.   

 



Danisha Baker 

 

Danisha Baker is entering her 5th year as a doctoral student in the Florida 
State University Department of Statistics. Her work is centered around 
developing and integrating innovative statistical approaches to advance 
health care research with emphasis on the use of Bayesian analysis and 
wavelet theory. Danisha received Bachelor of Science degrees in 
Psychology and Statistics in 2012, followed by a Master of Science degree 
in biostatistics in 2014. During her time at FSU Danisha has instructed 
multiple courses including Statistics for Biology and Statistics for Business, 
she also served as a TA for the Physiological Psychology labs within the 
Department of Psychology. In addition to pursuing her PhD, she is 
currently working on research projects within the FSU College of Medicine 
where her work focuses on the use of claims data to study Medication 
Therapy Management programs improvement of short-term medical 
related outcomes such as reducing expenditures on doctors visits and 
prescriptions. Danisha looks forward to inspiring, motivating, and forming 
great relationships with all participants of the JSM Diversity Workshop and 
Mentoring Program. 

Igor Barahona 

 

Igor is a postdoctoral researcher at Manchester Business school.  He holds 
a M.S. from the Tecnológico de Monterrey and a PhD in statistics and 
operations research from the Universitat Politécnica de Catalunya. Igor is a 
fellow member of the CONACYT-Catedras research program, ascribed to 
the Mathematics Institute of the Universidad Nacional Autónoma de 
México (UNAM). His research interest is related to the use of statistics for 
investigating social phenomena, sensory analysis of beverages through 
multivariate statistics and the analysis of big textual datasets. 

Elande Baro 

 

Dr. Elande Baro completed her Ph.D. in Biostatistics at University of 
Maryland Baltimore County in August 2015. Her Ph.D. dissertation focuses 
on propensity score methodology with covariate measurement error.  She 
currently works as a Mathematical Statistician in Drug Safety within the 
Office of Biostatistics at Food and Drug Administration (FDA). Prior to 
joining FDA full-time, she spent several summers working at FDA and 
National Institute of Health. 

 

Benjamin J. Becerra 

 

Dr. Benjamin J. Becerra serves as an assistant professor teaching statistics 
and research at the School of Allied Health Professions at Loma Linda 
University. Dr. Becerra holds a Doctorate in Public Health in Epidemiology, 
with his dissertation focus on mental health service utilization among 
respiratory hospitalizations. He has completed a certificate in Health 
Geoinformatics and Masters of Public Health in Biostatistics. His research 
interests include epidemiology, biostatistics, health disparities, mental 
health, substance abuse, complementary and integrative medicine, and 
geographic information systems. He focuses on multidisciplinary 
approaches in tackling public health issues through epidemiologic and 
clinical research with best practices of GIS, molecular biology, and social 
entrepreneurship. He has published on state and national datasets, such as 
the National Survey on Drug Use and Health and California Health 
Interview Survey. 



Byron E. Bell 

 

Mr. Bell is a native Chicagoan, the son of the late Jennie and Truly Bell. His 
early education was in the Chicago Public Schools (CPS); Mr. Bell graduated 
from Chicago State University (CSU) with a Master of Science (M.S.) in 
Mathematics (2007) and a Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) degree from Northeastern 
Illinois University (NEIU) in economics and a minor in mathematics (1987). 
Currently Byron E. Bell is an Adjunct Professor of Mathematical Sciences at 
DePaul University and a lecturer at Harold Washington College in the 
Department of Mathematics. Professor Bell in 2015 was rank number 19th in 
creating a forecast model that predicted DARPA Forecasting Chikungunya 
Challenge. Professor Bell is doing research in Astrostatistics, Econometrics and 
Biostatistics. 

Aleshia Berry

 

Aleshia Berry is a Junior at Howard University from Dallas, Texas. She is 
majoring in Mathematics with a concentration in Computer Science and a 
minor in Economics. Her career goals include becoming a Data Analyst in the 
educational system. While on campus, she is active in service, academics, and 
community outreach programs. Joining organizations such as the National 
Council of Negro Women and Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated have 
allowed Ms. Berry to grow and learn through her collegiate experiences. 

 

Demba Fofana

 

Demba Fofana earned a Ph.D. in Applied Statistics in May 2016 from the 
University of Memphis, TN.  He has a master in statistics and a master in 
economics and a Ph.D. ABD  in Economics.  His research interests range from 
Biostatistics, Bayesian statistics, Computational statistics, Categorical data 
analysis, Longitudinal data analysis, Survival analysis ,Time series,  Health 
statistics, and Applied econometrics.  He is experienced in teaching and in data 
analysis.  

 

Terrence Gilchrist 

 

Currently, Terrence is a community advisor for environmental justice and 
public health projects in central Ohio and a member of the Built Environment 
and Transportation Infrastructure Workgroup of the City of Columbus Green 
Team. He served as an appointed policy advisor to then-Mayor Cory A. Booker 
of Newark, New Jersey, and as a senior analyst in the Office of former 
Maryland Governor Martin O’Malley in 2013. As an undergraduate, Terrence 
performed nanoscience experiments in chemical engineering on behalf of the 
National Science Foundation’s Small Business Research Initiative and was a 
chapter president and a regional board member of the National Society of 
Black Engineers, which in September 1996 profiled him in the organization’s 
monthly magazine. In 1998, part of his life story was included in the book 
Beating the Odds: Raising Academically Successful African American Males and 
during graduate school he conducted spatial autocorrelation analysis with 
Harvard Professor Guy Stuart examining Schelling Random Processes in the 
emergence of residential segregation. Terrence has a degree of Master in 
Public Administration from the John F. Kennedy School of Government, 
Harvard University, and was a Meyerhoff Scholar at University of Maryland 
Baltimore County where he doubled majored in Africana Studies and 
Mathematics. In his spare time, he enjoys art, cooking, reading nonfiction, 
neo-soul, jazz, and playing bass and piano. 



Kelly-Ann Dixon Hamil 

 

 

Kelly-Ann Dixon Hamil is a fourth year PhD student in the Department of 
Statistics at Purdue University and is being advised by Professor Hao 
Zhang.  Her area of interest is spatial statistics, specifically, the change of 
support problem.  Prior to studying at Purdue University, she studied in her 
home country Jamaica and the United Kingdom and was a lecturer at her alma 
mater, the University of the West Indies.  During her academic career she has 
worked with multicultural and multidisciplinary groups through teaching, 
consulting and mentorship. 
 

 

Hilda Ibriga 

 

 

 

Hilda Ibriga is a PhD candidate in Statistics at Purdue University. She received 
her bachelor degree in Mathematics and Economics from Westminster 
College. Her research interests are in personalized medicine, developing 
statistical methodology for dynamic treatment regimes in the case of online 
data stream, causal inference and Bayesian Statistics. In addition to pursuing a 
PhD, she has been working as a consultant in the Statistical Consulting Service 
at Purdue University since fall 2015. She is a citizen of Burkina Faso.   

Caprichia Jeffers 

 

 

Caprichia Jeffers is a 5th year PhD student in Biostatistics. Her dissertation 
research contributes improved approaches to modeling count data using 
Bayesian methods. 

Plapa Koukpamou 

 

Mr. Plapa Koukpamou is Projects and Information Management Officer at 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) in Washington D.C. In this role, he 
is co-author an IMF Working Paper on Concentration and Distribution 
Measures for a Selected Set of Financial Soundness Indicators. Prior to 
joining the IMF in 2013, Plapa was Consultant at the World Bank. Actively 
involved in empowering his community, he is currently the Vice President 
of Togolese Diaspora in the United States. Mr. Koukpamou’s experience 
spans over various industries; including international affairs with his work 
at the United Nations as Intern, higher education with his role as 
Coordinator of the worldwide African Youth Consultation on Higher 
Education in 2011 at Fairleigh Dickinson University, NJ and the legal 
industry where he worked for seven years as Reprographics Specialist at 

https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/wp/2016/wp1626.pdf
https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/wp/2016/wp1626.pdf
http://view2.fdu.edu/legacy/fduafricanyouthconsultationonhighereducation.july20112.pdf
http://view2.fdu.edu/legacy/fduafricanyouthconsultationonhighereducation.july20112.pdf


 Skadden Arps in New York. Plapa also worked for two years as Information 
Technology Associate at the Research Foundation of the City University of 
New York. Before moving to the United States in 2005, Mr. Koukpamou 
was youth leader and high school instructor in Togo. He is fluent in English, 
French, Ewe and Kabye, his mother’s language. He earned a Master of 
Science with concentration in Statistics from the Zicklin School of Business, 
(2012), a Bachelor in Computer Information Systems, City University of 
New York (2009) and a Master in Geography from Lomé University in Togo 
with concentration in Tourism and Transportation (2004). 

Eddy Kwessi 

 

 

Eddy Kwessi was born and raised in Cameroon, Central Africa. He earned a 
BS in Mathematics in 2002, a MsC in Mathematics without thesis in 2002, 
and a MsC in Mathematics with thesis in 2004 at the University of Yaounde 
I-Cameroon. In 2006, he moved to France to continue his studies and 
earned a MsC in Applied Mathematics at Universite de Savoie located in 
Chambery, south east of France. In 2007, he earned a postgraduate  
Diploma at the International Center for Theoretical Physics in Trieste-Italy. 
He moved to the US in 2008 and in 2011, earned a PhD in Mathematics 
and Statistics at Auburn University. Since then, he has been an Assistant 
Professor of Mathematics and Statistics at Trinity University, in San 
Antonio. Research areas include nonparametric statistics, biostatistics, 
biomathematics, functional and harmonic analysis. He has published 
16 peer-reviewed papers. 

Lorena Martin 

 

 

Lorena Martin is an applied behavioral scientist, quantitative 
methodologist, and exercise physiologist. She specializes in the use of 
statistical methods in health behaviors and sports performance. Dr. Martin 
is an active researcher and analyst in health and exercise physiology, 
where she makes extensive use of both traditional explanatory methods 
and predictive models. She holds a doctorate from the University of Miami 
and three years of postdoctoral research at UC San Diego prior to 
becoming faculty at Northwestern University. 

Elyas Mercado 

 

 

Elyas Mercado, the current President of the ASA Student Chapter at the 
University of Texas at San Antonio, will be graduating in the Fall 2016 with 
B.B.A. in Actuarial Science and a minor in Statistics. After graduation, he 
plans to pursue a career in the insurance industry as either an actuary or 
risk analyst, and then retire and become a Statistics teacher. In his free 
time, he tutors statistics, leads Actuarial P Exam study sessions, and cooks 
mean waffles.  

 



Abimbola Michael-Asalu 

 

 

 

Abimbola Michael-Asalu is a medical professional interested in making 
health better on a population level. Currently a second year masters 
student at the University of South Florida. 

Mary Miller 

 

Mary Miller is a native Texan and will begin her career as a Statistician at 
Eli Lilly and Company. She obtained her B.A. in Mathematics from Bryn 
Mawr College and recently received her masters in Biostatistics from The 
Dana and David Dornsife School of Public Health at Drexel University.  Her 
master’s thesis focused on exploring the HPV vaccine stance patterns in 
the U.S. using spatial analysis methods and Twitter data. Mary’s current 
research interests include alternative decision-making methodology that 
can be implemented in predictive modeling. 

 

 

Rhoda Muse 

 

Rhoda Nandai Muse is originally from Kenya, where she pursued 
undergraduate studies in Actuarial Science at the University of Nairobi. She 
graduated in 2012 with a first class honors and briefly worked as a risk 
analyst at Equity Bank(Kenya) before moving to the United States in 2013 
to pursue her Master’s degree in Statistics at the University of Arizona. She 
enrolled in the PHD program in Aug 2015 as a University Fellow’s 
scholarship recipient for top students at the same school with research 
interests in food security in East Africa. Her goal is to explore ways to 
improve food productivity in the face of climate change hence the minor in 
Agricultural Resource Economics. 

Sybil Prince Nelson 

 

 

 

Sybil Prince Nelson has bachelor’s degrees in Math and Music, a master’s 
degree in Mathematics and she just completed her PhD in Biostatistics from 
the Medical University of South Carolina with the dissertation Classifying and 
Predicting Disease Outcome from Continuous and Binary Variables and Their 
Interactions. She lives in Charleston, South Carolina with her husband and two 
kids and will be continuing her research while teaching Mathematics at the 
Citadel in fall of 2016. 

 



Stephanie Oliva 

 

As an undergraduate I majored in public policy studies at the University of 
Chicago. After 5 years of working in diverse for- and non-profit industries I 
decided to continue my education and I am one semester away from 
graduating with a M.S. in applied statistics from Loyola University Chicago. 
In April 2016 my team won Best Use of External Resources at the ASA 
DataFest held at Loyola and I was awarded a scholarship to study at the 
Summer Institute in Statistical Genetics at the University of Washington. 
My current interests include statistical genetics and predictive analytics. 

Oluyemi Oyeniran 

 

Oluyemi Oyeniran is a PhD candidate in Statistics at the Bowling Green 
State University.  He works in Bioinformatics under the supervision of 
Hanfeng Chen. His dissertation is focused on estimating the proportion of 
true null hypothesis in multiple testing problems. His main research 
interests are multiple comparisons, analysis of high-throughput gene 
expression profile studies, statistical methods in genomics and statistical 
computing. 

 

Adriana Pérez 

 

Dr. Adriana Pérez is Associate Professor of Biostatistics, University of Texas 
Health Science Center at Houston, School of Public Health, Austin campus. She 
received her BS in Statistics from the National University of Colombia in 1992, 
her MS and Ph.D.  in Biostatistics from Tulane University in 1994 and 1995, 
respectively. In 2009, Dr Pérez joined her current department. Dr Pérez has 
engaged in a wide range of research projects: theoretical model evaluation 
accounting for imputation uncertainty, fitting complex data, analysis of cluster 
randomized community trials, clinical trials and analysis of food intake 
involving measurement error. Dr Pérez has expertise in conducting and 
disseminating research findings of population- and clinical-based studies of 
adolescents and adults, as well as developing new statistical methodologies. 
She patented sample size software in Spanish available in Latinomerica. Dr 
Pérez is an active member of the International Biometric Society and the ASA. 
She has held numerous elected positions in several professional organizations 
including co-chairing ENAR’s diversity workshop from 2009-2011. 

Omar Pineda 

 

Omar Pineda is originally from the Bronx, NY, and just recently graduated 
from Amherst College double-majoring in Mathematics and Asian 
Languages & Civilizations. Through summer research opportunities, he has 
also been able to learn about the field of Public Health, specifically through 
the lens of Biostatistics. Moving forward, he would like to further explore 
career opportunities in big data, and also interested in continuing to learn 
about different peoples and their cultures through immersive global 
experiences 

 



Patricia Rodrigues de Gil 

 

Patricia Rodriguez de Gil holds a Ph. D. in curriculum and instruction with 
dual concentration in secondary social studies education and educational 
measurement and evaluation from the University of South Florida (USF). 
She was the recipient of the Successful Graduate Latina Student 2007, and 
the recipient of the Outstanding Graduate Educator (OLE) Award in 2009, 
both at the College of Education in USF. Patricia also received the Best 
Overall Graduate Poster Award from the Florida Educational Research 
Association (FERA) conference in 2008. Her specializations are applied 
statistics and data analysis, both in classical and modern test theory. 
General interests include the study of the effects of class, race, and school 
context associated with the dropout problem. State standards, STEM, 
testing and student resilience are also her research interests. 

Alba Romero 

 

Alba Romero obtained her BS (California State Univ, Bakersfield) and MS 
(California State Univ, Channel Islands) in Mathematics with Applied Math 
concentrations. Alba grew interested in data analysis and statistics after 
working on a data analysis project at NASA’s Marshall Space Flight Center. 
She teaches Elementary Probability and Statistics at Bakersfield College. 
Researching, solving, and compiling results leading to solutions to real 
world problems intrigues her. Hence, she chooses research projects in 
which results can have the greatest impact. She is open to applying 
science, mathematical, and statistical analysis to projects aimed at 
improving and understanding our planet. As a first generation Hispanic 
female in the math field, her goals are to (1) promote diversity in STEM, (2) 
serve as a role model for first generation and minority students, and (3) 
mentor students in mathematics research projects. 

Maria Rubin 

 

Maria Laura Rubin is a 5th year PhD student in Biostatistics. During her 
program she has been involved in the statistical analysis for a clinical trial 
on patients with traumatic brain injury, and as a result, she has 
participated in several related publications. She has been part of an NIH 
funded T32 training program for almost 3 years, which has allowed her to 
focus on her class work as well as on her own research. She is currently 
working on her dissertation titled “A joint logistic regression and Markov 
model with application in predicting 6-month outcome after severe 
traumatic brain injury”, which should be completed by May 2017. 

 

Atenia Ruiz 

 

Atenia Ruiz is working on a thesis towards a Master of Public Health with a 
concentration in Epidemiology and Biostatistics.  Research interests 
include pediatric obesity, pediatric asthma, female reproductive cancers, 
food safety, and food security. The expansion of personalized medicine 
offers clinicians the opportunity to customize treatment at the individual 
level.  However, this may escalate health disparities because access to this 
healthcare advancement is primarily limited by cost due to an overall lack 
of health insurance reimbursement.  In order to address this ethical 
concern, she will pursue a PhD in statistical genetics.  The ultimate 
objective is interdisciplinary collaboration to investigate the genomes of 
populations for health disparities for the development of public health 
interventions. 



Letryce Scully 

 

Letryce Scully is a third year graduate student in Statistics at Florida State 
University; Her desire to pursue statistics stems from an interest in mental 
health research as well as the prospect of working in a variety of sciences. 
Letryce hopes to apply statistical methods to women’s health and mental 
health research. She is currently a statistical consultant for the Florida 
Council for Community Health and State of Florida Legislature. She hopes 
to pursue career as professional researcher and consultant. 

 

Dana Sessoms 

 

Dana Sessoms is a first year student in the Biostatistics Department at the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She is interested in research in 
Biostatistics at the graduate level. Her interest in public health is not 
specific, yet her interest is being able to use her talents in any way she can 
for the betterment of public health overall. Dana is a graduate of North 
Carolina Central University with a degree in Mathematics under the 
applied concentration, and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
with a degree in Management and Society. Her current projects include 
data analysis of gene expression involving childhood obesity, childhood 
asthma, and adult obesity as a research assistant at North Carolina Central 
University. 

Jamit Shah 

 

Jasmit Shah is a PhD Candidate in Bioinformatics and Biostatistics from 
University of Louisville and is currently a Biostatistician at the Diabetes and 
Obesity Center at University of Louisville. He was born in Kenya and moved 
to USA in 2004. He received his Master’s Degree in Bioinformatics and 
Biostatistics from University of Louisville in 2011 and his Bachelor’s Degree 
in Math, Statistics and Chemistry from University of South Alabama in 
2009.  His research interests are in the areas of statistical omics, 
bioinformatics, flow cytometry, missing values, clustering and classification 
and his current projects include missing value imputation in metabolomics, 
spade analysis and analysis of flow cytometry data. In addition, he serves 
as a treasurer for the Biostatistics Club (ASA Student Chapter), is a member 
of American Statistical Association, International Biometrics Society and 
Rotaract Club of Louisville.   

Michael Thomas 

 

Michael M Thomas spent most of his life in the suburbs outside of Atlanta. 
While completing his undergraduate education in Mathematics at 
Kennesaw State University (KSU), he particularly enjoyed courses involving 
programming languages and applied math; the combination of the two 
sparked his interest in statistics. He worked on applied mathematics 
research for the first time in KSU’s Honors Program where he studied a 
variation of the coupon collector problem. His first quantitative biology 
endeavor was at the Mathematical and Theoretical Biology Institute at 
Arizona State University, where he contributed to a collaborative dynamics 
project applied to substance abuse. He also helped middle and high school 
students as a science and mathematics tutor in Georgia for two years 
before finishing his degree at KSU. Before graduate school, Michael 
contributed to water, sanitation and hygiene research as an intern at the 



Task Force for Global Health in Decatur, GA. Michael recently received an 
MS in Biostatistics from Drexel University in Philadelphia. He currently 
works as a statistical programmer at Autism Services, Education, Resources 
and Training (ASERT). His work at ASERT involves use of administrative 
data to inform policy making in Pennsylvania. 

Pedro A Torres 

 

Dr. Pedro A. Torres-Saavedra is currently an Assistant Professor in the 
Mathematical Sciences Department at the University of Puerto Rico at 
Mayaguez (UPRM). He teaches undergraduate and graduate statistics 
courses and he is the coordinator of the Statistical Collaboration 
Laboratory. His research interests are the development and application of 
statistical methods to the epidemiology of fatal vehicle crashes (alcohol 
and drugs and traffic safety) and agriculture. Dr. Torres received his Ph.D. 
in Statistics from North Carolina State University in 2013.     

Danielle Williams 

 

 

Danielle Williams is currently pursuing a BS degree in Biology at Cheyney 
University. She aspires to become a Biostatistician to help serve in public 
health related issues for under-resourced or under-privileged children. 
Obtaining a degree from Cheyney is giving Danielle the exposure and 
experience needed for her to excel in her career goals in the STEM field. 
Danielle has a passion for the welfare of others and would like to use her 
science skills to serve the community.   

 

Jasmine Williams 

 

Jasmine Williams is a current graduate of the Masters of Science in 
Biostatistics at the Mailman School of Public Health and graduated from 
City University of New York – Hunter College in May 2014 with a BA in 
Mathematics. She first became interested in biostatistics and its 
applications to minority health and health disparities research during the 
Columbia University summer program in 2013. She worked with Dr. Jose 
Luchsinger and Dr. Dana March (both affiliated with the Northern 
Manhattan Center of Excellence on Minority Health and Health Disparities) 
on a project entitled “Discrimination and Depression among Urban 
Hispanics with Poorly Controlled Diabetes” where the prevalence of type 2 
diabetes and its impacts on mental health due to experiences of 
discrimination was investigated. She has continued this type of work at 
Columbia University’s Biomedical Informatics and Biostatistics 
departments on a project called “Mobile Diabetes Detective” which is a 
web-based application that aims to help individuals manage their health.  

 
  



 
 

Mixers of Diversity Workshop Sponsors   
Monday August 1, 2016 
Section on Statistics and the Environment 
 

Mixer and Business 
Meeting 

5:00PM to 
6:30PM  

H-Stevens Salon 
C2 

Joint Health Policy Statistics Section/ Mental 
Health Section 
 

Mixer and Business 
Meeting 

6:00PM to 
8:00PM  

offsite 

 
 

Presentations and Posters Being Given by Program Participants   
Time-Ordered 

 
Sunday July 31, 2016 
Bowman 
DuBois 

Statistical Challenges 
and Power in 
Integrating Big and 
Complex Imaging Data 

Invited Paper Functional Connectivity for 
Prediction and Classification 
for Characterization and 
Estimation  
 

4:00PM to 
5:50PM 
(5:20PM)  

CC-
W178a 

Sally 
Morton 

Extraordinary Impact of 
Statistics 

Invited Paper Women in Statistics: Past, 
Present, Future 

4:00PM to 
5:50PM 
(4:55PM) 

CC-
W184bc 

      
Monday August 1, 2016 
Jasmit Shah Statistical Methods for 

High-Dimensional Data 
Contributed 
Paper 

Nearest Neighbors 
Imputation for High-
Dimensional Data with 
Detection Limit Thresholds 

8:30AM to 
10:20AM 
(10:05AM) 

CC-
W186b 

Eddy 
Kwessi 

Bayesian 
Nonparametrics  

Contributed 
Paper 

A Bayesian Approach to 
Generalized Signed-Rank 
Estimation for Nonlinear 
Models with 
Multidimensional Indices  

8:30AM to 
10:20AM 
(10:05AM) 

CC-
W177 

Patricia 
Rodriguez 
de Gil 

Social Statistics Section Contributed 
Poster 

An Empirical Comparison of 
BASE SAS and High-
Performance Statistical 
Procedures: Do HP 
Procedures Really Perform 
Highly? 

10:30AM to 
12:20PM 

CC-Hall 
F1 West 

Jacqueline 
Milton 

Section on Teaching of 
Statistics in the Health 
Sciences 
 

PM 
Roundtable 

Training Statisticians to Teach 
Statistics 

12:30 to 
1:50 

CC-
W375a 



Tuesday August 2, 2016 
Sally 
Morton 

Committee on Women 
in Statistics 

Discussant Women in Statistics: Past, 
Present, Future 

8:30AM to 
10:20AM 

CC-
W187b 

Igor 
Barahona 

Statistical Analysis of 
Complex Imaging Data 

Contributed 
Paper 

Investigating Volcano 
Behavior with Novel 
Statistical and Technological 
Approaches 

8:30AM to 
10:20AM 
(9:50AM) 

CC-
W191 

Timothy 
Thornton 

New Advances in 
Statistical Genetics for 
Large-Scale Genomic 
Data 

Invited 
Papers 

Kernel-Based Association 
Mapping in Ancestrally 
Diverse Populations 

8:30AM to 
10:20AM 
(9:00AM) 

CC-
W192c 

Jennifer 
Cooper 
 
 

Speed: Epidemiology 
Research 

Contributed 
Speed 
 
 

Postoperative Neonatal 
Mortality Prediction Using 
Superlearning Poster 

8:30AM to 
10:20AM 
 
 

CC-
W181b 
 
 

Aarti Shah Committee on Applied 
Statisticians 

Other Mentoring Workshop 
 

10:30AM to 
12:30PM 

CC-N226 

Joe Fred 
Gonzalez 

Government Statistics 
Section 

Contributed 
Poster 

Effects of Clustered Random 
Data Swapping for Statistical 
Data Limitation on Selected 
NHIS Estimates of Health 
Characteristics 

10:30AM to 
12:20PM 

CC-Hall F 
1 West 

Jennifer 
Cooper 

Speed: Epidemiology 
Research 

Contributed 
Speed Poster 

Postoperative Neonatal 
Mortality Prediction Using 
Superlearning Part 2B  

11:35AM to 
12:20PM 

CC-Hall 
F1 West 

Rebecca 
Carter 

Statistical Learning and 
Data Science 

Contributed 
Poster 

Automatic Constrained Tree: 
An Approach to 
Accommodate 
Nested/Dependent Data 

2:00 PM to 
3:50 

CC-Hall 
F1 West 

Neal 
Jeffries 

Longitudinal Data 
Analysis 

Contributed 
Paper 

Detecting Treatment 
Differences in Group 
Sequential Longitudinal 
Studies with Covariate 
Adjustment 

2:00PM to 
3:50PM 
(2:05PM) 

CC-
W191 

Donald 
Martin 

Markov Chain Monte 
Carlo Approaches to 
Statistical Computing 

Contributed 
Paper 

Efficient Formation of 
Auxiliary Markov Chains for 
Computing the Distribution of 
the Number of Structured 
Motifs 

2:00PM to 
3:50PM 
(2:35PM) 

CC-179b 

Louise Ryan Nonparametric 
Methods for 
Longitudinal Data to 
Promote Healthy Birth, 
Growth and 
Development 

Contributed 
Paper 

Characterizing Child Growth 
Trajectories 

2:00PM to 
3:50PM 
(2:05PM) 

CC-187c 

 



Wednesday August 3, 2016 
DuBois 
Bowman 

Statistics in 
Imaging 

Roundtable The Key Role of 
Statistics in 
Neuroimaging: 
Challenges and 
Opportunities 

7:00AM to 
8:15 

CC-375a 

Demba Fofana Speed: Advances 
in Statistical 
Genetics 

Contributed 
Speed 

Hybrid-Network: A 
Bayesian Approach 

8:30AM to 
10:20AM 
(9:45AM) 

CC-W181b 

Vladimir 
Geneus 

Effective 
Research-Oriented 
Internships: 
Fostering the Next 
Generation of 
Statisticians 

Contributed 
Paper 

Capturing Carryover 
Effects in Crossover 
Designs in the 
Absence of 
Noncrossover 
Sequences 

8:30AM to 
10:30AM  
(9:15AM) 

CC-W190b 

Pandu 
Kulkarni 

Small Clinical 
Trials: Challenging 
Traditional 
Thinking: 
Biopharmaceutical 
Section 

Discussant  8:30AM 
to,10:20AM 
(9:55AM)  

CC-W179a 

Francis Bilson 
Darku 

Speed: Advances in 
Survey  
Methodology  

Contributed 
Speed 

Accuracy in Effect 
Size Estimation for 
IID Observations 

8:30AM to 
10:20AM 

CC-W183b 

Francis Bilson 
Darku 

Speed:  
Advances in Survey  
Methodology 2A 

Contributed 
Speed Poster 

Accuracy in Effect 
Size Estimation for 
IID Observations 

10:20AM to 
11:15AM 

CC-Hall F1 
West 

Renee Moore Statistics in 
Epidemiology 

Roundtable 
Discussion 

Strategies for 
Becoming an 
Effective Statistical 
Leader of 
Interdisciplinary 
Research Teams 

12:30pm to 
1:15pm 

CC-W375a 

 
 
Thursday August 4, 2016 
Jennifer 
Cooper 

Speed: Epidemiology 
Research 

Contributed 
Speed 

Postoperative Neonatal 
Mortality Prediction Using 
Superlearning Poster 

8:30AM to 
10:20AM 

CC-
W181b 

Frank 
Appiah 

Longitudinal and 
Survival Analysis in 
Observational Studies 

Contributed 
Paper 

Predicting Alzheimer’s 
Disease with Mixture of 
Regression Modeling  

8:30AM to 
10:20AM 
(9:20AM) 

CC-185a 

Jeffrey 
Gonzalez 

Topics in Adaptive/ 
Responsive Survey 
Designs 

Contributed 
Paper 

Weighting and Variance 
Estimation Under Adaptive 
and Responsive Survey 
Designs 

8:30AM to 
10:20AM 
(8:35AM) 

CC-
W196b 



Dominique 
Watson 

Methods for Item 
Missing and Unit 
Nonresponse 

Contributed 
Paper 

Nonparametric Imputation 
for Nonignorable Missing 
Data 

10:30AM to 
12:20PM 
(11:05AM) 

CC-
W179b 

Jennifer 
Cooper 

Speed: Epidemiology 
Research 

Contributed 
Poster 

Postoperative Neonatal 
Mortality Prediction Using 
Superlearning Part 2B  

11:35AM to 
12:20PM 

CC-Hall 
F1 West 

 

 
 
 

Reading Material 
 
1. How to Get the Most Out of the Joint Statistical Meetings:  http://stattrak.amstat.org/2013/05/01/jsm/  
2. Attending Your First JSM – Working Hard and Playing Even Harder. 

http://stattrak.amstat.org/2013/05/01/first-jsm/  
3. List of Mixers to Visit at the Joint Statistical Meetings. http://stattrak.amstat.org/2016/07/01/mixers-jsm16/  
4. Staying Motivated and Achieving Success in Graduate School: A Few Common and New Suggestions: 

http://stattrak.amstat.org/2012/04/01/staying-motivated/   
5. Advice for Statistics Folks who Recently Entered the Job World: 

http://stattrak.amstat.org/2011/01/18/recently_entered_job/   
6. Science Careers – Advice on cover letters, CVs, interview skills 
7. Science How-To Series Collections – practical advice on finding a job and building a career in the sciences 
 

            
 
 

JSM Diversity Mentoring Program Committee 
Paulette Ceesay 
Janelle Charles 
Jesse Chittams 

Marcia Gumpertz 
Beimar Iriarte 
Neal Jeffries 
Brian Millen 

Jacqueline Milton 
Adriana Perez 
Dionne Swift 

Sydeaka Watson 

 

http://stattrak.amstat.org/2013/05/01/jsm/
http://stattrak.amstat.org/2013/05/01/first-jsm/
http://stattrak.amstat.org/2016/07/01/mixers-jsm16/
http://stattrak.amstat.org/2012/04/01/staying-motivated/
http://stattrak.amstat.org/2011/01/18/recently_entered_job/
http://jobs.sciencecareers.org/careers/
http://www.sciencemag.org/careers/how-series-collections
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